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MISSOULA, Mont.--
GONZAGA, WSU DEBATE TEAMS 
EARN BERTHS IN NATIONAL MEET 
3-23-76 
local + cs ~ ht + 
Debate teams from Gonzaga University, Spokane, Wash., and Washington State University, 
Pullman, won the top two spots in the District II qualifying round of the National Debate 
Tournament Monday, March 22, at the University of Montana in Missoula, and are eligible to 
compete in the national meet April 15-17 in Boston, Mass. 
Placing first in the district debate competition at UM was the team of John J. Durkin, 
Seattle, and Thomas P. Robinson, Spokane, seniors at Gonzaga. 
Following a runoff debate because of a tie, second place in the district competition 
in Missoula went to the team composed of RichardT. Beal Jr,, Mercer Island, ~., and 
Kenneth G. Bell, Puyallup, Wash., seniors at WSU. 
Sister M. M. Conway coached the first-place team from Gonzaga. Dr. John R. E, Bliese, 
director of forensics at WSU, is coach of the second·place team. 
The Gonzaga and WSU debate teams were among eight teams from six northwest schools 
entered in the district meet. One team from the University of Montana was entered in the 
district competition. 
All teams entered in the district tournament debated various aspects of the topic: 
"Resolved: That the federal government should adopt a comprehensive program to control land . 
use in the United States." 
The team of Durkin and Robinson from Gonzaga placed first in the district meet with 
their debates concerning protection of U.S. coastal wetlands, and off-shore oil drilling. 
Beal and Bell from WSU finished second with their discussion involving exclusionary 
zoning and residential segregation. 
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Information on the four debaters follows. 
--Durkin, a senior in accounting at Gonzaga, is a 1972 graduate of Blanchet High 
School, Seattle. He is son of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Durkin, 6008--52nd Ave. N.E., Seattle. 
--Robinson, a senior in political science at Gonzaga, is a 1972 graduate of Gonzaga 
Prep, Spokane. He is son of Mrs. Florence Robinson, E. 11206--24th, Spokane. 
--Beal, a senior in political science at WSU, is a 1972 graduate of Mercer Island High 
School, Mercer Island, Wash. He is son of Mr. and Mrs. RichardT. Beal Sr., 5720--9lst Ave. 
S.E., Mercer Island. 
--Bell, a senior in economics at WSU, is a 1972 graduate of John Rogers High School, 
Puyallup, Wash. He is son of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Bell, 1306--23rd Ave. S.E., Puyallup. 
Dr. Wesley N. Shellen, assistant professor of interpersonal communication at UM, was 
manager of the district tournament. Assisting him was Buford A. Crites, assistant professor 
of interpersonal communication on the Missoula campus. 
Amanda Rosenberg, Anaconda, a senior in interpersonal communication at UM, also 
assisted in the district meet. 
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